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f- The CEO of Solomon Carpet emphasized '
| Economlc and political instability.is thefmajor

challenqe for machine-made carpet manufacturers
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The Public Relations Director of the

Iranian Visual Arts Association
emphasized

Cultural and artistic
exchange with other
countries through joint

exhibitions

In an interview with Ms. Farzaneh Arj, who currently
works as the Public Relations Director of the Iranian Vi-
sual Arts Association, we discussed the importance of art
education and its status in Iran. We read parts of our in-
terview with this artist.

I am currently the Public Relations Director of the Iranian
Visual Arts Association. It is worth noting that | work with
oil painting technique and am interested in the Real Im-
pressionism style. Whenever possible, | have participated
in group exhibitions. And we taught in various fields. Be-
fore entering university, | worked in the field of drawing
and painting in high school and before entering universi-
ty, | had received technical and professional certificates.
In fact, | did my best to acquire the necessary skills in
this field.

| am currently working outside of the university, in art
schools and schools. Teaching and training in painting has
allowed me to connect with different age groups and skill
levels. This experience has helped me to better under-
stand the needs and challenges of students and to pro-
vide more effective methods for improving their skills and
abilities. This has allowed me to plan and communicate
more effectively with students based on these insights,
now that | am working in public relations for the Iranian
Visual Arts Association.

Communication can play a very effective role. If these
connections are facilitated through larger and higher in-
stitutions and we can hold international exhibitions in
other countries and easily send works there, it will be
very helpful. On the other hand, the media and com-
munication should be as extensive and strong as possi-
ble to introduce Iranian artists and their works in other
countries. Improving infrastructure and artistic facilities,
strengthening international communication networks,
and increasing opportunities to display the works of Ira-
nian artists in international exhibitions and festivals can
help Iran’s visual arts become more competitive.

The biggest challenge is that art has not yet found its place
in our country. Art is very important, but this importance
has not been taught in Iran as it should be. The language
of art is a language that can be understood everywhere
and is in fact a common language between all countries.

The association considers itself obliged to play its role by
creating educational workshops, training workshops, and
various art events, but | believe that art should be institu-
tionalized; that is, art should be taught from kindergar-
tens and elementary schools. Education is not in the aca-
demic sense, but the importance and role of art should
be institutionalized from childhood until adulthood.m
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Head of the Iranian Visual Arts
Association

The visual arts field faces
the problem of unqualified
management

The Iranian Visual Arts
Association was formed
with the aim of achiev-
ing the theoretical foun-
dations of this art and
connecting the artistic
community with manag-
ers related to this field,
and is currently serving
the artistic community
and the people of Iran
by holding various events
such as exhibitions, festivals, conferences and other diverse
programs. To further explore this issue, we had a conversa-
tion with Dr. Parisa Shad Qazvini, head of the Iranian Visual
Arts Association affiliated with the Scientific Commission of
the Ministry of Science. We read parts of this interview.
The Iranian Visual Arts Association was established with the
efforts of a number of art professors from universities in
the country who were concerned with resolving numerous
problems in the field of visual arts, and fortunately succeed-
ed in obtaining an A grade in two periods, which, of course,
is difficult to obtain from the Scientific Associations Com-
mission of the Ministry of Science. It is hoped that in the
coming years we will have significant activities to achieve
such a rank again.

Unfortunately, visual arts are very little known in our coun-
try. | have proven this in numerous research and articles
and expressed the necessity of addressing it for our society.
Visual arts have many branches such as painting, photogra-
phy, graphics, animation, illustration, stage design, etc.

| have been facing two major problems in this field for
about 20 years, firstly, that visual arts are still not proper-
ly known in Iranian society. Secondly, our approach to this
art and other arts is very superficial and has the aspect of
entertainment and play and is less investigated than depth,
meaning, aesthetics and other aspects of identity, and even
its economic aspects are not considered.

| suggest that economists put works of art on the stock ex-
change; Of course, this has happened in other countries to
such an extent that in such circumstances, the hands of bro-
kers and intermediaries will also be reduced, and the work
of art will present its expressive language and beauty to the
audience.

If artists are willing to see their work as a product that is
customer-friendly in addition to its artistic aspect or under-
stand the necessity and need of society in creating their
works, they will create works that can be offered in the art
market.

By visiting art galleries, we can see who buys art products.
Usually, few people with average economic strength in so-
ciety undertake to buy works of art, because there is no
knowledge of it, and the lack of knowledge means the lack
of appreciation for the work.

Maintaining and preserving the works of artists requires
awareness. Many audiences do not have the perception,
language, and visual expression to understand the paint-
ings. This ignorance also includes society officials, manag-
ers, planners, and all other classes.m




World

The roundtable discussion between the Ivory Coast Ambassador and

members of the Iran-Africa Joint Chamber of Commerce

Iran’s readiness for a billion-dollar

trade with Ivory Coast

In the roundtable discussion that Tamakolo Ouattara, the
Ambassador of Ivory Coast, had with Massoud Brahman,
the President of the Iran-Africa Joint Chamber of Com-
merce, as well as members of the board of directors and
advisors of the Iran-Africa Chamber, the most important
topics of trade exchanges between Iran and Ivory Coast
were explained. The parties, while emphasizing the joint
investment capacities, discussed the requirements and
strategies for the entry of Iranian investors into Ivory Coast,
especially in the energy, mining, healthcare, agriculture
and construction sectors. The details of this roundtable are
available to the esteemed readers.

H.E. Mr. Ouattara TamakoloAmbassador of Ivory Coast:
Among West African countries, Ivory Coast and Nigeria
are in a higher position in terms of economic status and
capacities and have achieved the best rank among West
African countries. Following a meeting | had on the side-
lines of the Kish Expo, the difference between the Iranian
Joint Chamber of Commerce and other economic groups
became clear, and | am glad that this event provided Iranian
businessmen with the opportunity to discuss ways to facili-
tate trade relations and utilize the capacities of the African
continent.

These products include cocoa, coffee, cotton, rubber, palm
oil, and tropical fruits such as mangoes, bananas, and pine-
apples. Unfortunately, this country lacks the necessary
knowledge for processing and transformation industries,
and even the rate of product processing in it does not ex-
ceed 50 percent, so that only 25 percent of these products
are processed, and even despite the large cultivation of
cashew nuts in this region, only 30 percent of them are
processed. In such circumstances, Iran’s knowledge and ca-
pabilities in this area are very useful.

There are many mines in this African country, and to extract
these mines, we need Iranian investors and experts, and in
this regard, we must enter into negotiations directly with
officials from the Ministry of Mines, Energy, and Industries
of Ivory Coast. Another issue is the need to cooperate with
Iranian investors in the field of energy, because in this field,
cooperation in the field of LPG gas and LNG natural gas is
felt, especially in the port of San Pedro, in order to meet the
needs of this country, as well as meet the needs of neigh-
boring countries of Ivory Coast such as Mali, Burkina Faso,
Niger, etc.

Despite the need of Ivory Coast in the field of health and
treatment, currently only 10 percent of the medicines
needed by the country are produced domestically. Given
Iran’s progress in the field of health and treatment, it is
possible that effective cooperation with Ivory Coast can be
carried out in this sector as well.

Holding a joint commission between the two countries in
2025 will definitely be effective in improving trade relations
and play an important role in its development. Iran has also
considered a credit line for businessmen, which is a facil-
itator.

Masoud Brahman, President of the Iran-Africa Joint Cham-
ber of Commerce: We currently have a large number of

businessmen interacting with this country, and if a delega-
tion is to travel to Ivory Coast, the work agenda, designated
personnel, and needs must be precisely specified. We are
ready toimplement all the agendas raised by the esteemed
ambassador, and in return, we do not ask for money, but
rather, the interactions are based on barter, but we expect
that the topics referred or work items will be of our choice
so that we can make the best use of these interactions.
Sajjad Maroji, Second Vice President of the Iran-Africa
Chamber of Commerce: Despite its large number of mem-
bers, this chamber is also active in other African countries.
In West and North Africa, including Algeria and Nigeria, it
has established factories in the pharmaceutical sector and
is also active in the agricultural and energy sectors.

All investments are made in the form of joint ventures and
it is expected that business partners with a strong track re-
cord will be identified to enable win-win cooperation, so
other models can also be considered, relying on govern-
ment and commaodity guarantees.

Mojtaba Shojaei, First Vice Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Iran-Africa Chamber of Commerce: In the field
of Iranian textiles and clothing, in recent years, the produc-
tion volume and frequency have been to such an extent
that different requests for purchases from Iran have been
received, especially from Ivory Coast. Due to its size and
strategic location, Ivory Coast is considered an entry hub
for 8 to 15 surrounding countries and a gateway to access
these markets.

Emad al-Din Kabiri, International Advisor to the Iran-Africa
Chamber: In the field of energy and LPG gas supply and
other related matters, Iranian companies are already fully
prepared to meet the needs. In the field of establishing
tank farms in the desired ports, companies with a history of
operating in various countries on the African continent
have expressed their readiness. Also, in other fields such as
petrochemicals and refinery construction in Ivory Coast
and urea and bitumen supply, Iran has capable and experi-
enced groups whose successful projects can be seen in Iran
and other countries.m
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The CEO of the Tangsir Lian
Cooperative Company proposed

Producing a natural and

energy-rich product by

creating diversity in the
product basket

One of the country’s major products that has an important
export market is dates and their products. Given that in tra-
ditional methods, there were difficult conditions for selling
dates in date-growing areas, today, with the establishment
of date processing companies, a thriving market has been
created for them. With this in mind, we had a conversa-
tion with Abbas Jokar, CEO of the Tangsir Lian Cooperative
Company. We are reading parts of this interview. The result
of several years of research and work was the production
of chocolate dates in different flavors, which has now cre-
ated a good domestic and export market and significant
employment. Also, more than 140 people are directly
employed in this way, and their number will increase with
increasing sales and demand.

Today, even in global markets, the demand for this product
has increased.

The variety of flavors that this product has, a combina-
tion of milk and dates, banana and dates, strawberry and
dates, etc., which is very different from the original prod-
uct, and this has led to its purchase by people who are not
interested in dates. It is now also offered as a luxury and
different product in the markets and has gained the nec-
essary attractiveness with diverse packaging. People who
care about their health will definitely turn to using dates
and its products. Our programs are mainly advertising, so
we tried to introduce the product to the public present at
the events held, advertising boards in airports and various
places. Also, information about this product has been pro-
vided on the Tangsir Market store website (www.tangesir-
market.com) and Instagram page and virtual space, and it
is developing day by day. The increase in sales of this prod-
uct gives us the promise that people will become more
aware and more inclined towards it every year. In the sales
process, we have reached complete certainty that whoev-
er consumes this product will definitely buy it, which is why
conditions have been provided for testing it in advertising.
Our distinguishing feature is the variety of flavors and pack-
aging, which is increasing in quality and realizing new ideas
day by day.

| am trying to produce date-based products that are di-
verse and will diversify the product portfolio of this compa-
ny in the future. Apart from introducing a natural and ener-
gizing product to the consumer market, this will also have a
great impact on the sale of agricultural products. m

The CEO of Robat Meat Products
Company emphasized

The inability to export due
to the increase in the
exchange rate

One of the main charac-
teristics of food industry
activists is that they are
directly related to peo-
ple’s health. They must
also seriously consider
this concept in a frame-
work and code of ethics
and the view is that ulti-
mately we are the final
consumers and adhere
to the principles and standards. In an interview with Mo-
stafa Abdollahi, CEO of Robat Meat Products Company,
he advises his colleagues to pay attention to the fact that
although profitability is good, it should not be at the cost
of destroying the future generation and people’s health. All
food companies should be diligent and committed to pro-
ducing healthy food and ensuring the health of the future
generation. We read parts of this interview.

Currently, the products produced by this company are mar-
keted under two active brands, Robat and Ghazarian. Cur-
rently, about 70 basic products and 180 final products are
marketed with different packaging and competitive prices.
We are trying to manage costs to manage the destructive
effects of rising inflation for the benefit of customers so that
quality can still be maintained at its best.

The multiplicity of centers has caused policymaking in the
food sector to face fragmentation of decisions, which must
definitely be addressed by government measures. The food
industry is known as a strategic industry, and regardless of
the importance of the food industry, the concept of na-
tional security is meaningless. Accordingly, the necessary
measures must be taken in the form of integrated laws to
coordinate between organizations, ministries, etc., so that
fragmentation becomes centralization and unification of
planning, organizing, training, and monitoring processes.
Although the Iranian Meat Products Industries Association
has established good relations with government depart-
ments and held meetings with them, there is no listening
ear to listen.

The complexity of this industry may not be tangible in other
industries. For example, the raw materials in this industry
are very sensitive.

Almost a significant volume of the market’s needs is met by
domestic companies, and only less than 5 percent of this
product is imported. On the other hand, due to the increase
in the exchange rate, it is almost impossible to export, be-
cause Iranian products will not be able to compete in export
markets in terms of price. Considering this, some manufac-
turers have set up production units in the same destination
countries to supply their products to foreign markets, so
that conditions for supply are also available.m




CEO of the Cooperative for Supplying
the Needs of the Country’s Automotive
Parts Manufacturers “Hamsoo”

Medium and small
parts manufacturers
need support

In an interview with Farhad Fadavi Ardestani, CEO of the
Cooperative for Supplying the Needs of the Country’s Au-
tomotive Parts Manufacturers “Hamsoo”, he believes that
forming a cooperative is a process and what the coopera-
tive wants to do or how it is done is another process. We
read parts of this interview.

In a broader perspective; the Cooperative for Supplying the
Needs of the Country’s Automotive Parts Manufacturers
will work with the aim of helping to improve the business
environment of the parts manufacturing industry and facil-
itating matters related to the raw material supply chain, im-
proving liquidity, expanding the parts manufacturing mar-
ket share, exports, improving support and logistics capacity,
marketing and developing the sales network, aftermarket
and other important issues related to the production activ-
ities of parts manufacturers across the country. Member-
ship in this structure can increase productivity and reduce
overhead costs for companies.

We can now say that some of the most unique companies
in the country’s parts industry are members of the cooper-
ative. These companies play key roles in the parts industry
and we are happy that we were able to achieve the initial
goal that the board of directors set for us.

Currently, some of the largest and most influential compa-
nies in this industry are members of the supply coopera-
tive, and this has helped us to improve the environment
in the parts industry and get closer to our goals. We have
adjusted the plans in such a way that progress is gradually
happening. For example, in the aftermarket, we have cur-
rently been able to provide a product portfolio of almost
one thousand parts with 57 permanent members and
about 45 other members who work with us informally.

In various forums in the country and even some foreign
businessmen in the region, our cooperative is known as a
reliable reference and supplier of parts and is influential in
the parts industry. We have provided the necessary infra-
structure and platforms and the company is now in a very
good position.

When we say that the cooperative is the executive arm of
the National Parts Manufacturers Association; it means
that we have no conflict with each other. The Automotive
Parts Manufacturers Association carries out policy-making
and negotiations at the macro level, and after that, the co-
operative enters the field to act as a powerful supply chain
for the automotive industry. Although we are still a fledg-
ling group that has reached a good level in the field of man-
agement and infrastructure, in practice we must prove to
the parts manufacturers that they can trust us and that this
cooperation will be effective.m
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Avagate CEO Announces
Creating Smart and

Sustainable Communications

for Brands at the National
Level

With the arrival of artificial intelligence and the need to use
it to optimize services in companies and institutions, some
companies are taking helpful measures in this field, which
will result in a longer lifespan and better performance. Giv-
en the importance of this issue in increasing the efficiency
and profitability of companies, we have interviewed Ms.
Parichehr Amiri, CEO of Avagate. With a strategic mind for
sustainable growth, Amiri has assembled a team of experts
whose sole goal is to help brands build a smart, sustainable
and distinctive future. We read parts of this interview.

The Avagate team is made up of a group of individuals,
each with a unique story and a shared passion for creating
meaningful changes in the world of branding. This team is
made up of experts with diverse backgrounds, including
brand strategists, media and communication strategists,
data analysts, creative designers and technology experts.
But what sets them apart is not just technical expertise, but
a mindset that is based on sustainable growth, continuous
learning, and deep collaboration. Avagate was founded
with the mission of creating intelligent and sustainable
communications for brands at the national and interna-
tional levels and seeks to establish constructive and inte-
grated relationships with all its stakeholders such as em-
ployees, customers, representatives, and the community.
At Avagate, first a brand strategy document is developed
for brands active in industries such as the automotive and
tourism industries, and then all brand interactions with em-
ployees, customers, representatives, and the community
are designed as an integrated ecosystem. The most import-
ant challenge in these industries is the lack of coherence
of messages and the weakness in conveying brand values.
Using data-driven strategies and accurate storytelling, the
company overcomes the challenges and helps brands ac-
tive in these industries develop their brand strategy in a
sustainable and intelligent way to differentiate themselves
from their competitors. In this regard, a great contribution
has been made in the development of the Isfahan City
Tourism Brand Strategy and Leadership Document (taken
from Untold Stories of Isfahan) in collaboration with the
Chamber of Commerce.

Artificial intelligence is a transformative tool that can make
brand communications smarter and more targeted. This
technology also allows brands to analyze customer behav-
ior and provide accurate and personalized interactions by
predicting their needs. By designing intelligence specific to
each brand, Avagate connects this technology to the brand
strategy and optimizes brand communication messages
and processes by analyzing data and market needs. The
result of this process is a distinctive experience for custom-
ers and increased productivity in brand interactions.m
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Chairman of the Board of Directors of
the Manufacturers’ Committee of the As-
sociation of Manufacturers and Suppliers
of Renewable Energy Goods and Services

The cost of producing solar
panels has decreased by 30

percent

The benefits of renewable energy are not limited to en-
vironmental benefits but also include economic benefits.
The use of renewable energy sources not only generates
income from them, but also reduces the overall cost of
electricity production for businesses and communities,
improving economic conditions. We have interviewed
Hamidreza Pishehvar, Chairman of the Board of Directors
of the Manufacturers’” Committee of the Association of
Manufacturers and Suppliers of Renewable Energy Goods
and Services, on renewable energy. We read parts of this
interview.

The global photovoltaic market is experiencing rapid
growth, with a cumulative compound annual growth rate
(CAGR) of installed systems between 2013 and 2023 of
about 26 percent. In 2023, Asian manufacturers will ac-
count for 94% of total solar panel production, while China
alone leads the market with a share of about 86%.

Iran, located in a maximum radiation belt and also at the
center of the 30-degree orbit, has more than 300 sunny
days. Given the approved and well-developed programs in
the country to do this, efforts are ongoing to move indus-
tries in this direction, but despite energy subsidies, there is
still very little willingness to move in the development of
renewable energies.

Investment in the field of renewable energies has gained
unprecedented speed since 2020, and the amounts spent
on renewable energy development, grid development and
electricity storage are now more than the total costs of de-
veloping oil, gas and coal. The costs of producing solar pan-
els have decreased by 30% in the past two years, and the
prices of minerals and metals vital for energy transmission
have also decreased sharply; Especially the metals need-
ed for batteries. In our country, according to the executive
regulations of Article 16 of the Law on the Leap of Knowl-
edge-Based Production, related to renewable energies and
market development for industries and clean electricity
production at the point of consumption and approved in
February 2022, industries with a consumption capacity
of more than one megawatt are required to provide the
equivalent of one percent of their annual electricity needs
through the construction of renewable power plants.

The government should encourage companies to invest in
the renewable sector to keep pace with global develop-
ment. This year, investment in the solar industry will in-
crease to $500 billion, because the decrease in panel prices
will lead to new investments. Our country’s industries must
take steps to increase their awareness in the field of energy
and understand its necessity for the continuation of their
businesses in this direction, because if they do not work,
they must expect energy shortages, lack of electricity, and
stricter sanctions and laws on the path to clean energy de-
velopment.m
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The need to Invest
In renewable energy
and eliminate fossil

fuels in Industry

Dr. Mehdi Karimi Tafreshi
Chairman of the UN-UNESCO Silk Road Business
Working Group

Climate change is a serious threat to the planet, and fossil fu-
els are the main factor in this crisis. To save the planet, moving
towards clean and renewable energy is inevitable. Fossil fuels
such as coal, oil, and gas are the largest contributors to the emis-
sion of these pollutants, accounting for more than 75 percent
of global greenhouse gases and nearly 90 percent of total car-
bon dioxide emissions. Researchers believe that to prevent the
Earth’s condition from worsening, greenhouse gas emissions
must be reduced by almost half by 2030 and reach net zero by
2050. To achieve this goal, we must reduce our dependence on
fossil fuels and invest in alternative sources of energy that are
clean, accessible, affordable, sustainable and reliable.

The shift towards clean energy will help reduce social inequali-
ties, and disadvantaged communities, which are most exposed
to air pollution, will benefit the most from this change. The de-
velopment of renewable energy in rural areas will also help cre-
ate jobs and improve the quality of life of people in these areas.
Solar power plants, which have been considered an important
source of energy supply in recent decades, are also developing
rapidly in Iran. Although the first solar projects in Iran started on
a smaller scale, as time passed and the importance of renew-
able energy increased, the government and the private sector
sought to expand larger projects such as solar power plants. In
this regard, the first phase of Iran’s largest solar power plant in
Mobarakeh Steel, Isfahan, as a huge project in the field of re-
newable energy, represents a major step towards achieving en-
vironmental goals and reducing dependence on fossil fuels in
Iran. The private sector plays a very important role in the devel-
opment of renewable energy and can complement the activities
of the government. In fact, many of the significant advances in
this field are due to innovation and investment by the private
sector. The presence of the private sector in the renewable ener-
gy market creates competition, and this competition leads to
reduced costs and increased productivity. Of course, in order for
the private sector to be able to operate effectively in this field, it
needs government support. Providing low-interest facilities and
loans for investment in renewable energy projects, facilitating
administrative processes and issuing permits for private sector
investors, creating competitive and transparent markets for
buying and selling renewable energy, and finally, supporting re-
search and development in the field of renewable energy will
create a synergy between the government and the private sec-
tor in line with the sustainable development of renewable ener-
gy and reducing dependence on fossil fuels.




Chairman of the Board of
Directors of Solomon Carpet

The imbalance of
supply and demand in the
carpet industry is quite
evident

Solomon Carpet started its activities in 1982 under the name
of Nakh Rasoul Isfahan Company, and Gholamreza Monzwiz-
adeh also started working as a member of the board of direc-
tors of this company in the same year. We read parts of our
interview with Gholamreza Monzwizadeh, Chairman of the
Board of Directors of Solomon Carpet.

Activity in the market and familiarity with trade and deal-
ing helped me a lot in production. The result is that after
45 years, the products of Nakh Rasoul Isfahan Company
are still more expensive than all other yarns, and just as
it became a brand from the beginning, it still continues to
work with the best quality. The choice of the name Sol-
omon Carpet was very special. Brands that have abused
this name have never been successful, and the position
of the Solomon Carpet brand remains strong and solid.
Solomon Carpet has so far had a successful performance
in the field of exports. In recent years, we have tried to
expand our exports by targeting more diverse markets.
Compared to its competitors, Solomon Carpet has a fa-
vorable position in export markets and continues its ex-
port-oriented development program by focusing on roles,
quality and strong branding. Solomon Carpet has repre-
sentatives in about 6 European countries and exports to
these markets.

In fact, no help has been given to strengthen our exports.
If Iranian carpets reach their true position with their
brand and quality, they can have a huge impact on global
markets, but achieving this requires serious support and
planning from the government.

The point that is being raised today, especially in modern
marketing, is to start from the end of the cycle, create the
brand and then enter a space where you can produce and
supply the same brand. At the time we started production
under the name and brand of Solomon Carpet, the situa-
tion of machine-made carpets was very different from the
current situation. Currently, considering that the Solomon
Carpet brand is not based in Kashan and operates only
in Isfahan province, our competitive position is clear, but
this competition has brought many challenges in recent
years and there have always been concerns about main-
taining the competitive rank and position in the field of
machine-made carpets.

First of all, we must think about how we can save the in-
dustry and production of this country. We must ask entre-
preneurs what they want and try to ensure that the prop-
erty does not act in a way that will cause them harm.
Getting out of the industry crisis is entirely up to the gov-
ernment and the country.m
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Deputy CEO of Nami Nik Nihad
Holding (Cenan)

Our strategic goal is to
produce
ultra-beneficial breads

Given the diversity, health-oriented, durability and high

quality of modern breads and, on the other hand, the up- |

dating and changing lifestyle, it seems that in the future the
general trend towards packaged breads, which also have
a high variety, will increase. Engineer Nami Babaei, Depu-
ty CEO of Nami Nik Nihad Holding (Cenan), while stating
the above, acknowledges that this complex has been op-
erating properly for the last 16 years. We read parts of
this interview.

This company is the first bread factory in the country and
before its entry, other manufacturers were engaged in the
production of bread in a fancy or traditional way, and the
bread production process was the same in both, but one of
their distinguishing features is the variety of products. In a
standard bread factory, bread production has a more com-
plete process (mixing, fermentation, baking and packag-
ing) and while maintaining its moisture, the consumer can
consume this product for up to a week. It is worth noting
that since 2011, when Cenan Company was officially estab-
lished, its market share statistics have been growing every
year. Today, it supplies about 68 percent of the packaged
bread market in Iran and is a direct distributor in Tehran,
Alborz and Qazvin, and it also has bread sales agents in 52
cities. This statistical report is provided to us by a foreign
company on a monthly and annual basis.

This company is the only bread producer that, due to its
health-oriented slogan, had only semi-solid and flat bread
types in its product portfolio until a year ago. Due to market
demand, it has also added a series of sweet basic products
(Gata roll, Shatoot roll and Chocolate Pan) to its product
portfolio, which is a suitable and healthy alternative to all
kinds of cakes and pastries. Currently, an average of 150
tons of this variety of bread is produced per day, with 660
people employed in this process, which reaches 2,000 peo-
ple with the number of people working in the dealerships.

Creativity is a priority at Cenan Company, so perhaps the
awards and gifts we received are not very important to the
public.

The basis of bread is based on carbohydrates. All Cenan
products are enriched, but products such as wholemeal
bread and oat bread are healthier alternatives to other
breads. We believe in producing functional breads, and
each of our products has its own characteristics that cover
all tastes, according to the nutritional value table of each
product.m

ot




The head of the International Union of
Tojjar Amin

'Supporting Iranian
brands present at foreign
exhibitions

Among the important goals in establishing the Interna-
tional Union of Trustworthy Traders is to develop trade
relations with target countries, which has begun its ac-
tivities in this regard. In order to become more familiar
with the activities and measures taken in this union, we
have conducted an interview with Emad al-Din Kabiri, the
head of the International Union of Trustworthy Traders.
We read parts of this interview.

This union was established with the aim of guiding,
supporting and facilitating trade and also establishing a
bridge of communication between Iranian traders and
traders in target countries. In addition, the International
Union of Trustworthy Traders has opened its offices in all
the intended destinations in order to better monitor trad-
ers, industries and capacities within the country as well as
target countries.
The union has brought various delegations to Iran in this
regard and provided the means for this work, so it is ex-
pected that, given the preparations being made for this
purpose, we will soon witness the fruitful activities of ar-
tisans in international arenas.

Among the programs we are considering for all textile
and clothing industries is a discussion of supporting Ira-
nian manufacturers and brands to participate in special-
ized foreign exhibitions. The next path is to invite trade
delegations and stakeholders from target markets to our
country and show them our capacities.
This union is named the International Union of Trust-
worthy Traders and, as its name suggests, seeks to help
merchants with effective measures.

One of our measures for various industries, especially in
the issue of supplying raw materials for textile industries,
is to facilitate trade transactions with countries with
which Iran has no relations, such as countries on the Afri-
can continent. For example, African countries play a signif-
icant role in the world’s supply of needed cotton, and in
this regard, we are seeking to introduce them to the tex-
tile industry to provide higher-quality and cheaper raw
materials for competitive production.m
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The CEO of Solomon Carpet emphasized
Economic and political
instability is the major

challenge for machine-made

carpet man ufacturers

According to Saeed Manzavizadeh, CEO of Solomon Carpet, eco-
nomic and political instability are among the major challenges
of this industry, as well as inflation, exchange rates, bank inter-
est rates, and all the criteria that are effective for a manufac-
turer, have become the main challenges. On the other hand,
the lack of skilled manpower, preventing the entry of modern
machinery and technology, are also other major challenges of
this industry. However, this carpet industry activist emphasizes
that despite all the problems, innovation is on Solomon Carpet’s
agenda. We read parts of the interview with this capable man-
ager.

Our main challenge as a manufacturer is the prevailing econom-
ic and political instability. These conditions have caused us to
not have proper planning for our industry and work. Inflation,
exchange rates, bank interest rates, and all the criteria that are
effective for a manufacturer have also become our main chal-
lenges. In addition to these issues; The lack of skilled manpow-
er, preventing the entry of modern machinery and technology,
various circulars and resolutions, as well as the complex and
extensive bureaucracy in ministries such as the Ministry of In-
terior, Economy, and Labor are also other major challenges for
this industry.

We have always tried to move towards product development
despite the problems prevailing in society and considering that
without product diversity, new markets cannot be discovered
either domestically or internationally. With innovation and
creativity, we have been able to operate more efficiently and
proactively in the markets, and fortunately, we have achieved
favorable results from this approach over the years. Of course,
creative and innovative work has its risks and costs, but ulti-
mately, these works have always helped improve the situation
of Solomon Carpet Company.

One of the measures adopted to control fluctuations in the
price of raw materials is to keep the price of our carpets high by
providing up-to-date products and high-quality work. The sup-
ply and sale of products is planned in a way that prevents the
company from incurring losses. Also, with new designs, diverse
colors and creative patterns, we have been able to maintain the
price of our products and not have any problems in production
and sales.

One of the plans we have considered for the future and the ex-
pansion and development of our products is the innovation is-
sue that was mentioned earlier. By applying new ideas and pre-
senting new works, we have developed different qualities of
carpets and the use of various yarns in our products. This ap-
proach continues and in the upcoming exhibition we plan to
unveil a new product that is the result of these innovations.
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On the 20th anniversary of the Firouzeh Financial Group, it was raised

Firouzeh’s determination to make
Investment public in the country

Firouzeh Financial Group was established in 2005 and
has entered its third decade of activity as a private sector
financial supermarket. Since its inception, it has played
a key role in the development of the capital market by
providing diverse and innovative services. It currently
manages more than 50 trillion tomans of investor assets
in 15 investment funds and 6 stock exchange investment
companies. As one of the largest investment institutions
in the country, Firouzeh Financial Group provides services
such as asset management, investment instruments, bro-
kerage, financing consulting, and company admission.
On the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of Firouzeh Financial Group, a press conference
of the group was held on February 5 at the Qalb Hotel
in Tehran, and its senior managers, while reviewing the
achievements of the past two decades, announced future
plans such as initial public offerings in the capital market,
development of financial instruments, and launching a
cryptocurrency fund.

We are launching a cryptocurrency fund

Ramin Rabiei, CEO of Firouzeh Finan-
cial Group, while announcing that the
initial public offering of the group’s
shares will be held soon, added: “We
are launching a cryptocurrency fund
with the help of an exchange.”
Regarding online gold buying plat-
forms, he said: “We do not know whether all online gold
buying platforms have as much gold as they claim.”
Rabiei pointed out that Firouzeh Financial Group was able
to take first place in attracting foreign investors in the
Iranian capital market at the beginning of its activity by
establishing and managing an investment fund in Europe
to invest in Iran. He said: “This equity investment fund
succeeded in attracting $150 million in foreign capital on
the Tehran Stock Exchange and is still the only foreign in-
vestment fund licensed to operate in the European Union
that invests in our country’s capital market.”

The CEO of Firouzeh Financial Group pointed to the bill-
boards related to molten gold platforms and said: “These
days, the city walls are filled with billboards advertis-
ing molten gold sales platforms that are operating in a
non-transparent and illegal manner, which increases the
risk for everyone.

This structure of investing in gold ex-
ists legally and transparently in our
group, and people can use it In the
continuation of this meeting, Ms.

Fatemeh Sarki, CEO and member of the board of direc-
tors of Firouzeh Portfolio Management, said: Firouzeh
Development Portfolio Management Company is one of
the key subsidiaries of Firouzeh Financial Group and is
recognized as one of the top 5 portfolio managers in the
country. This company manages more than 240 propri-
etary portfolios and 15 investment funds, including lever-
aged, fixed income, equity, sector, index, bold, private,
and gold funds. The company’s assets under manage-
ment exceed 35 trillion tomans, and it has experienced
about 100 times growth in assets under management in
5 years.

Amir Taghi Khan Tajrishi, Chairman
of the Board of Directors of Firuzeh
Financial Group, stated in this meet-
ing: What we emphasized as a com-
petitive advantage is the specialized
knowledge of investment in Iran that
has entered the country with foreign

investment.

Pointing out that the current economic conditions are
special, he said: We must use the path that the West has
taken and see what our impact is in the Middle East. Oth-
er blocs outside the West have gradually gained strength,
with China being an example of these countries. The dis-
tance between the United States and Europe has also
increased. Trump’s orders during this period have also
increased tariffs on China.

Milad Memarian, CEO of Firuzeh Dig-
ital, stated in introducing this prod-
uct: Firuzeh Group was formed with a
focus on new financial products, and
our vision is to provide financial prod-
ucts that are accessible to all people.
We have targeted the problem of in-
flation, which is the biggest problem of the people. Our
most important product is the Firouzeh application,
which we developed with the financial super app per-
spective and aimed to consolidate all the products of this
group. We believe that the investment processes in our
country are complex and not available to everyone. Sim-
plifying product development has also been one of our
goals.

Firouzeh Financial Group, in the process of transforming
and expanding its activities, is seeking to enter new finan-
cial areas such as leasing, insurance, and new funds in
order to provide its services to a wider range of individu-
als and businesses.m




Alireza Haeri
Textile Industry Expert

Possibility of exporting

two billion dollars worth
of machine-made carpets

per year

The machine-made carpet production industry in the
country is one of the few sectors of the textile industry
that has been able to enjoy proper growth and develop-
ment compared to other sectors of the textile industry
in the last decade, and has a privileged position and ac-
ceptable diversity in terms of product quality, design and
layout, and has well equipped itself with the latest tech-
nological advances in the world. In fact, the combination
of the latest technology in the world with Iranian art and
ingenuity has been able to transform the machine-made
carpet industry in Iran into a distinguished, employ-
ment-generating and currency-generating industry.
Currently, out of about 5,500 textile industrial units in
the country, more than 900 industrial units; that is, more
than 16 percent of them have an exploitation license for
the production of machine-made carpets, most of which
are located in Kashan, Aran and Bidgol. This indicates
the proper development of this industry in the country
and has turned the Kashan region into a hub for ma-
chine-made carpet production in Iran and one of the ma-
jor producing regions of this product in the world.
Currently, the total installed capacity of this industry in
the country is about 150 million square meters and its
practical production per year is about 100 million square
meters, which brings the annual production value of this
product to about 15 billion and 200 million dollars. It
should be noted that the production of this product in the
first 10 months of 2024 is about 15 million square meters.
Currently, Iran’s exports in this sector are mainly to neigh-
boring countries such as Afghanistan, Iraq and Turkmen-
istan, but given the desirable quality of these products
and the innovative Iranian design and plan, as well as the
use of the latest technology in the world, there is a bright
future for this industrial sector and it is expected that ex-
porters of this product will see an increase in exports of
this product to the European Union markets and other
parts of the world by diversifying their export markets.

In addition, holding exhibitions related to industries, es-
pecially the International Exhibition of Flooring, Carpet-
ing, Machine-Made Carpets and Related Industries, as
well as other regional and international exhibitions, can
have a significant impact on showcasing the capabilities
of domestic manufacturers and the growth and develop-
ment of their production and exports. It is hoped that by
improving the level of service, reducing the costs of hold-
ing and facilitating the presence of foreign companies in
such exhibitions, and also by providing export incen-
tives in the form of providing a portion of the costs of
booth rental and travel to Iranian companies that par-
ticipate in similar exhibitions in other parts of the
world, more effective steps will be taken towards the
participation of all domestic and foreign units in these
international events.m
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Initial public offerings
have sent the stock
market into frenzy

Predicting market
growth conditions for
the end of the year and
the first half of 2025 is
complex and difficult. As
in the past few years, the
shadow of political situ-
ations weighs heavily on
the economic situation.
Adopting foreign poli-

Majid Mohammad . ]
e G cies such as the revival of
Market Expert the JCPOA and establishing

political relations between
Iran and the United States and Europe has weighed more
heavily on domestic policies. On the other hand, the glob-
al gold and cryptocurrency markets have become another
challenge and a serious competitor to the Iranian capital
market in terms of analyzability and capabilities and qual-
itative characteristics of information. The unbridled and
instantaneous increase in the currency and, consequently,
gold, has driven investors’ tendency towards the currency
and gold market.
However, the main and influential reason for these days of
decline and decline in the stock market index, in addition
to the above-mentioned cases, is the consecutive initial
stages of the last few years that have been making re-
cords. Unfortunately, initial offerings have intensified over
the past few months and have brought the stock market
index’s upward trend in the past four months to a standstill
and caused money to leave the capital market, and it con-
tinues to do so. Laws and regulations, instructions, circu-
lars, and notifications at the moment, at night, and during
holidays have also damaged the credibility of the capital
market and made shareholders desperate. Circulars and
notifications that should be announced in Farvardin every
year are announced in the final months of the year and
severely affect the profit forecast and financial statements
of companies. There are other minor and major issues
that consciously or unconsciously affect the stock market
trend; such as liquidity. The timing of transactions, man-
dated pricing, and all of the above-mentioned factors re-
duce the degree of trust and confidence in investing in the
stock market, which makes predicting market trends more
difficult and complicated. The confusion of investors is due
to reasons that unfortunately occur in Iran, and until new
blood is injected into the vital arteries of the stock market,
the conditions will not improve. With these conditions
and other cases, investors are not confident in investing
their capital in the stock market and, given that capital is
timid, they choose another path.
Also, the bluffs and threats of the US President have
caused fluctuations not only in the Iranian capital market,
but also in global stock markets. Although the probability
of the threats being implemented is low, it has caused cap-
ital to flee and, if you consider, has also challenged global
gold and silver; therefore, it seems unlikely that the mar-
ket will grow in the first half of 2025; unless economic and
political variables are accompanied by significant positive
changes.m



Iranian Customs in a
halo of transparency
and ambiguity

For years, under the pretext of in-
ternational sanctions, the abom-
ination of smuggling, including
fuel, goods, medicine, livestock,
raw materials, etc., has been ram-
pant in our country, and smuggled
goods, although transported by
expensive carriers, are displayed
and sold in abundance in stores
and warehouses without fear of regulatory agencies.
Regardless of the contradictory news about the amount
of smuggling, according to a report by the Research Cen-
ter of the Islamic Consultative Assembly, the amount of
goods imported into the country this year is estimated at
about $32 billion. If this amount is correct, it is enough
to know that for every billion dollars of goods smuggled,
more than 100,000 job opportunities are lost. Thus, in
this one year alone, more than 3 million job opportunities
have been lost due to the activities of smugglers, causing
damage to the people.

There are many questions about who the organized smug-
glers are and how they smuggle this volume of goods; but
it should not be forgotten that the public always expects
the law enforcement forces to carefully guard the air, land
and sea borders and not allow any goods or other items
to enter or leave the country’s borders except through

Farhad Amirkhani
Editor-in-Chief

customs, so that while protecting the borders and secu-
rity, they can also stand up to and confront any violations
and lawlessness as an enforcement agency. What seems
worrying is that today, the threats of smuggling are not
only through border backpackers and winding mountain
roads and speedboats, but also through official channels
and with skillful techniques and at customs.

Now, 50 to 60 percent of smuggling is done officially, so
that these people, often with little or no declaration, im-
port one product into the country under the name of an-
other product using seemingly legal methods. In the past
few years alone, 31 methods and techniques of smuggling
have been identified, of which more than 95 percent have
been carried out through official channels. The inability to
inspect the huge volume of goods packaged in giant con-
tainers in the traditional way, the lack of new technologies
for control, the difference in information registered at cus-
toms with the cleared goods, the size and complexity of
free zone customs, the prevalence of document forgery,
bribery, etc., have all provided a safe margin for the activ-
ities of smugglers. It seems that with such a description,
what is needed more than ever is national unity to con-
front the sinister phenomenon of smuggling; smuggling
that is carried out not only by some border residents in
need of work, but also by skilled and skillful business-
men.m
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The necessity of investing
in new technologies

The importance of investing in
new technologies such as arti-
ficial intelligence is a vital and
decisive necessity for the Iranian
economy, so that in the current
situation, any delay in this area
will deprive the Iranian economy
of great opportunities. This tech-
nology can increase efficiency
and productivity in various indus-
tries such as agriculture, industry,
services and health. On the other
hand, the development of new technologies can help cre-
ate new jobs in the fields of research and development,
programming and data management. In addition, by
developing domestic technologies, Iran can reduce its
dependence on foreign technologies, which can be very
vital in the context of sanctions.

The use of indigenous technologies in sensitive sectors
such as defense, cybersecurity and critical infrastructure
also strengthens national security. Artificial intelligence
can help research in various scientific fields and put Iran
on the path of scientific progress. The pace of scientific
progress is such that it would be difficult to imagine any
progress in science for Iran without access to these tech-
nologies. The use of artificial intelligence in sectors such
as healthcare (improved medical diagnosis), education
(personalized learning), and transportation (traffic man-
agement) is essential and can significantly improve the
quality of life of citizens. Using advanced technologies
will help to better manage resources and reduce pollu-
tion. However, based on the available information and by
comparing investment in the field of artificial intelligence
between Iran and neighboring countries such as the UAE,
Saudi Arabia, and Turkey, it can be said that Iran is not in a
good position in this regard.

Iran’s investment in the field of artificial intelligence is
much lower than in the countries of the region. According
to reports, Iran has a negligible share of the $320 billion
profit from artificial intelligence by the end of the current
decade. Specifically, in 2023, Saudi Arabia invested $37
billion in the field of artificial intelligence, which was 370
times the capital that Iran has allocated to this sector. On
the other hand, it is said that the UAE ranks fourth in the
world in terms of Al infrastructure and has been able to
achieve high rankings in the smart government strategy
using Al. The UAE has made significant progress in this
field by using its supercomputer capabilities and stability
in its internet and electricity infrastructure. Saudi Arabia
also invested $15.57 billion in Al in 2020, and this figure
will reach $37 billion in 2023. The country has tried to be
a leader in this field by launching several projects such as
the National Center for Artificial Intelligence and the Sau-
di Company for Artificial Intelligence. Turkey has also
made significant investments compared to Iran, although
the exact investment figures in the available resources
have not been clearly specified. However, Turkey has a
better position than Iran in indicators related to the gov-
ernment strategy in Al. Looking at these statistics, it can
be said that Iran is not in a favorable position in terms of
investment in new technologies such as Al compared to
its neighboring countries such as the UAE, Saudi Arabia
and Turkey. This difference in investments has, in turn, af-
fected readiness and progress in the field of artificial intel-
ligence, so it is essential to pay attention to this important
aream

Dr.Morteza Faghani
Member of Tehran
Chamber of Commerce




“World of Investment”
A smart choice to enter the Iranian
business market

Iran, a country with a civilization spanning thousands
of years and with a strategic geographic location, has
many opportunities and capabilities to invest in oil,
gas, minerals and various industrial infrastructures.
The presence of diverse climates and rich historical
monuments added to it unique tourist attractions. In
addition, Iran’s convenient and cheap access to more
than one billion people in the world in its neighbor-
ing countries and via the Silk Road, created a special
export advantage for us; therefore, smart entry in
various sectors like industry, services, trade and new
companies can bring huge profits to the investors.
“World of Investment” seeks to provide a clear new
window into the growing Iranian economy, full of in-
novative opportunities, by providing clear and hon-
est information as a trusted advisor. Direct communi-
cation with companies active in the Iranian business
environment, particularly in the fields of industry,
energy, services, transportation, finance, finance and
insurance, as well as innovative business, utilizing the
expertise of experts along with hiring young, enthusi-
astic and expert journalists to investigate issues from
the point of view of industrialists and entrepreneurs
Iranians, considered the main task of the “World of
Investment” magazine.

“World of Investment” is proud that the first Iranian
magazine published in three languages per month in
Persian, English and Arabic languages is published by
the private sector and widely distributed in the Ira-
nian business sector. Dear Readers; we value your
trust, our efforts to continually improve and increase
your satisfaction are part of this group’s roadmap bet-
ter respond to the needs of our audience.

Dear readers, you can contact us to include your con-
tent and advertisements.
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